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What do parents and pupils need to know about changes to Year 6 tests (SATs)? 

What is being assessed? 

The assessment and content of the curriculum is changing for pupils currently in Year 6.  Testing is to be 
more prescriptive; that is based more on actual content and topics taught, rather than general ability.  
This should be easier to measure and more reliable when comparing results, but is not anticipated to be 
as good at actually demonstrating how well a child uses their knowledge. 

The tests will be upgraded to reflect the new curriculum. The new curriculum includes additional 
material e.g. ‘subjunctive mood’ and ‘passives with and without agents’. Many teachers, parents and 
pupils alike will find aspects of the spelling punctuation and grammar paper challenging. 

It’s getting harder 

The curriculum is tougher and tests will be more difficult.  Pupils who do not pass the tests in Year 6 will 
revisit the Year 6 work in Year 7 and get 2 more chances to retake and pass the tests.  Pupils who pass 
Year 6 will continue with the Year 7 curriculum as usual. 

Reporting to parents 

The government have abolished levels but have not yet finalised how results will be published.  It is 
likely to be a pass or fail in each subject:  reading, writing and maths.  The DfE have intimated that 
reports to parents will have to feature the rank order of the child against others in the school and 
against local and national norms using a standardised score.  So 100 would be the score for the average 
performance for their age. 

What do the tests look like? 

http://www.theschoolrun.com/key-stage-2-SATs-2016    

https://www.gov.uk/government/publications/key-stage-2-tests-an-overview  

At the end of Year 6, pupils will sit tests in: 

 Reading 
 Maths  - arithmetic and reasoning 
 Spelling, punctuation and grammar 

These tests will be both set and marked externally.  Your child’s marks will be used in conjunction with 
teacher assessment to give a broader picture of their attainment. 

inspiring excellence 

Headteacher: Ms W Thomas  |  Deputy Head: Mrs R Emeny  |  Assistant Head: Mr A Evans 

http://www.theschoolrun.com/key-stage-2-SATs-2016
https://www.gov.uk/government/publications/key-stage-2-tests-an-overview


Churchfields Junior School is committed to safeguarding and promoting the welfare of children and young people 

and we implement Child Protection procedures in the appointment of all staff 

The reading test will provisionally be a single paper with questions based on one 800-word text and two 
passages of 300 words. Your child will have one hour, including reading time, to complete the test.  So 
pupils would need to be used to reading for one hour. 

There will be a selection of question types, including: 

 Ranking/ordering, e.g. ‘Number the 
events below to show the order in 
which they happen in the story’ 

 Labelling, e.g. ‘Label the text to show 
the title of the story’ 

 Find and copy, e.g. ‘Find and copy one 
word that suggests what the weather is 
like in the story’ 

 Short constructed response, e.g. ‘What 
does the bear eat?’ 

 Open-ended response, e.g. ‘Look at the 
sentence that begins Once upon a time. 
How does the writer increase the 
tension throughout this paragraph? 
Explain fully, referring to the text in 
your answer.’ 

Marks will be allocated as follows: 

Subject area Percentage of overall mark 

Themes and conventions 0-10% 

Making inferences 20-40% 

Comprehension 40-60% 

Language for effect 10-25% 

Grammar, punctuation and spelling test 

The grammar, punctuation and spelling 
test will consist of two parts: a grammar 
and punctuation paper requiring short 
answers, lasting 45 minutes, and an aural 
spelling test of 20 words, lasting around 
15 minutes. 

The grammar and punctuation test will 
include two sub-types of questions: 

 Selected response, e.g. 
‘Identify the adjectives in 
the sentence below’ 
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 Constructed response, e.g. ‘Correct/complete/rewrite the sentence below,’ or, ‘The 
sentence below has an apostrophe missing. Explain why it needs an apostrophe.’ 

The marks will be allocated as follows: 

Paper Subject area Overall percentage of mark 

Grammar and 
punctuation 

Grammar 

Punctuation 

Language strategies 

36-50% 

14-28% 

4-10% 

Spelling Spelling 29% 

 
Maths 
Pupils will sit three papers in maths: 

 Paper 1: arithmetic, 30 minutes 
 Papers 2 and 3: mathematical fluency, solving problems and reasoning, 40 minutes per 

paper 

There is no longer a mental maths paper. 

Paper 1 will consist of fixed response questions, where pupils have to give the correct answer to 
calculations, including long multiplication and division. This is a new type of test.   

Papers 2 and 3 will involve a number of question types, including: 

 Multiple choice 
 True or false 
 Constrained questions, e.g. giving the 

answer to a calculation, drawing a shape or 
completing a table or chart 

 Less constrained questions, where pupils will 
have to explain their approach for 
solving a problem 

The marks will be allocated as follows: 

Subject area Percentage of overall mark 

Number, ratio and proportion and algebra 65-75% 

Measurement, geometry and statistics 25-35% 

When will KS2 SATs take place in 2016? 

The Year 6 KS2 SATs will be administered in the week commencing 9 May 2016.  Every school takes the 
tests on the same day. 
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What can I do to help my child? 

TIP 1: Remember your child’s education is a partnership.  Helping your child at home will be of great 
benefit in ensuring that they are prepared for this testing.  Our ambition is for pupils not to have to 
repeat Year 6 in their first year of secondary school. 
 
TIP 2: Unfortunately, the grammar paper relies on a child knowing the terminology e.g. subordinate 
clause, article, passive – and many more.  We use these is daily teaching practice however, for additional 
support at home, there is a wealth of revision guides that could help your child become familiar and 
fluent with the terms they will come across: we recommend Achieve 100 Grammar, punctuation and 
spelling practice questions by Rising Stars or CGP past papers.  These will help the children to sharpen 
their test skills.  Give your child a quiet place to complete a test and then go through their completed 
paper afterwards.   
 
TIP 3: Encourage your child to work to speed and accuracy.  Set min challenges for example – ‘can you 
find the word on the page that means ‘dangerous’ you have 1 minute - go!’ ‘What is 10% of 150? You 
have 10 seconds - go!’  
 
TIP 4: Provide regular opportunities for your child to read and work extended periods of time so that 
they are prepared and able to read for at least an hour.   
 
TIP 5: If your child is part of an intervention group, talk to them about what they have learnt and 
encourage them to go to all after school intervention sessions. 
 
TIP 6: Encourage your child to believe in themselves, ‘you can do it!’  
 
TIP 7: Remind your child that the tests are important, but that they are not the only way they are to be 
measured.  We don’t want child panicking or worried, we want them to be prepared.  Have fun – they 
will find things easier to remember if they recall the good times they had learning.  
https://www.headspace.com shows how to use meditation as a tool for improving their well-being and 
performance. 
 
 

 

https://www.headspace.com/

